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Now that the election year cra-
zies are settling down, it would be 
expected that the world could take 
a breather. Too bad this is not the 
case.  With the international tsunami 
crisis in the news, 2005 is shaping up 
to be a hectic year.

On Dec. 26, a massive underwater 
earthquake struck in the Indian 
Ocean and triggered giant waves to 
strike the nations surrounding the 
ocean. India, Thailand, Sri Lanka and 
Indonesia were the hardest hit areas 
with up to seventy percent of some 
coastal villages wiped out.

The immediate death toll of all 
affected nations, roughly 6,000 
dead, was in itself devastating, but 
since then the number has climbed 
to 150,000.  Yet this number is ex-
pected to increase.

All of these nations heavily de-
pend on the tourism industry to 
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Shirley Chisholm, the first black 
woman to be elected to the House 
of Representatives and the first 
woman to seek presidential nomina-
tion from a major American political 
party, died Saturday, Jan. 1, 2005, at 
the age of eighty.  Forthright and 
hard-working, she overcame the 
challenges of being a black woman 
in politics in the 1960s.

Born Nov. 20, 1924, Shirley Anita 
St. Hill Chisholm lived in Brooklyn, 
New York, with her parents until 
the age of three.  Because of her 
parents’ poverty, she and her two 
younger sisters were sent to live 
with their grandmother in Barbados.  
Chisholm credited the Barbados’ 
British-modeled school system for 
providing the foundation for her 
education.

Having spent much of her early 
life in an insulated black community 
in Barbados, Chisholm was not pre-
pared for the racial issues she would 
face in the U.S. when she returned 
seven years later.  Her parents 
eased the transition.  Although her 
father had only the equivalent of a 
fifth-grade education, he read con-
stantly, and he greatly influenced 
her interest in civil rights.  Her 
mother enforced the good study 
habits that helped Chisholm achieve 
a high grade point average and at-
tract interest from colleges such as 
Vassar and Oberlin.

Because of financial constraints, 
she enrolled in Brooklyn College.  
Believing that the only way a young 
black woman could improve society 
was by helping children, she studied 
to become a teacher.  “Service to 

others is the rent you pay for your 
room here on earth,” she wrote 
later.

When her white political science 

professor, Louis Warsoff, suggested 
she consider a political career, she 
replied, “You forget two things.  
I’m black---and I’m a woman.”  (Ch-
isholm, Unbought and Unbossed).

After graduation, she worked in 
child welfare and attended night 
classes at Columbia University to 
earn her master’s degree in Early 
Childhood Education. 

 Her volunteer work for the Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant Political League and 
the League of Women Voters paved 
the way for her career in politics.

Elected to the House of Repre-
sentatives in 1968, Chisholm was 
an active legislator.  She success-
fully sponsored legislation helping 
disadvantaged students attend col-
lege and creating unemployment 
insurance for domestic and personal 
employees.

Despite being poorly funded, her 
1972 campaign for presidency was 
ground-breaking.  She worked dili-

gently to bring together a coalition 
of minority and women’s support.  

In her autobiography, The Good 
Fight, she wrote, “The United 

States was said not 
to be ready to elect 
a Catholic to the 
Presidency when 
Al Smith ran in the 
1920’s.  But Smith’s 
nomination may 
have helped pave 
the way for the suc-
cessful campaign 
John F. Kennedy 
waged in  1960 .  
Who can tell? 

 “What I hope 
most is that now 
there will be oth-
ers who will feel 

themselves as capable of running for 
high political office as any wealthy, 
good-looking white male.”

survive.  With this resource wiped 
out, they are financially destitute.  
Many are left without any posses-
sions to their name in the wake 
of the weather and have no way 
to satisfy their most basic needs. 
Because their lives are in shambles, 
malnutrition and disease are run-
ning rampant.  With that said, it is 
safe to assume the most important 
thing that the rest of the world can 
do is empty their pockets and keep 
the aid flowing.

Since the tsunami, a plethora of 
charities have made plans to give.  
Red Cross is striving to provide 
both long and short term care to 
those left homeless and is rushing 
medical supplies, blankets,  hygiene 
kits and the like to the affected 
areas.  So far they have collected 
about 6.5 million dollars. UNICEF 
has already supplied water to over 
10,000 victims and is shipping out 
vaccinations to ensure more people 
do not die at the hands of disease.  

The Christian Children’s Fund is 
busy arranging sponsorship for 
newly orphaned children to guaran-
tee they have their necessities, as is 
Compassion International. 

Even locally people are eager to 
give.  CHS’s own Tennessee Tomor-
row club organized a money drive to 
help, and across the state churches 
and other organizations are doing 
all that they can to help.

Three out of every ten Americans 
have already donated to the funds, 
and, unfortunately, that is all that 
can be done.  

All charities are still waiting for 
more money to help the victims of 
this disaster, and a simple trip to any 
of their websites can have you $10 
poorer and on the way to being a 
better person. 

When international disaster 
strikes, it is no time to be stingy, 
and it is the perfect opportunity to 
help someone put their life back 
together.
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Doreia’s
 Consignment 

Connection 
& 

Beauty JunctionComin
g Soon to

 65
2 

Wes
t M

ain
 Stre

et 
in

 

Algood

1010 East 10th Street Cookeville, TN
520-1901 or cell:261-3469

Bring In Your Yard Sale Items!  Weʼll Sell Them For You!!!
Clean Out Your Closets for Extra  Money!

New Items Brought In Daily!  Name Brand Clothes!
Beauty Products:  Hair, Makeup, Nails

Furniture, Clothes, Jewelry, Vehicles, Appliances, etc.
Unique Shopping

Warm, Inviting Atmosphere
Relaxing. . . Soothing

Beauty Services:  Spa, Pedicures, Nails, etc.
“New York Style and Fashion at Cookeville Pric-

VALENTINE SPECIAL!
Look your Best!  “Beauty Extreme Package”  $76.99

Full Set or Fill-in
Spa Pedicure

SpaScape Mini Spa and facial
Haircut and style

Color or Perm

SpaScape
“Stress Buster”LUNCH BREAK ~ $8.99

Warm herbal revitalizing neck wrap
Lip and eye treatment
Relaxation techniques

Choice of Warming tea masque or 
Facial scrub

Hand and Foot therapy/Repair

SUPERBREAK ~ $12.99
Skin age analysis with time sensors

Warm herbal revitalizing neck 
wrap

Skin care and maintenance
Choice of Microderm abrasion, 
Warming Tea masque or facial 

scrub
Lip and eye treatment
Relaxation techniques

Hand and Foot Therapy/Repair
Regeneration treatment

EXTREME BREAK ~ 
$15.99

“Pamper Yourself”
Color analysis

Relaxation technique
Lip and eye treatment

Choice of Microderm abrasion, 
Warming Tea masque, or facial 

scrub
Warm herbal revitalizing neck wrap

Skin care and maintenance
Hand and Foot Therapy/Repair
Skin age analysis w/time sensors

Instant manicure
full make-over

SUPERBREAK WITH PEDICURE ~ $32.99
SUPERBREAK WITH MANICURE ~$19.99

SUPERBREAK WITH PEDICURE AND MANICURE ~ $42.99
FACIAL ONLY ~$8.99

 Disaster strikes Southeast Asia

Its cold outside but 
the deals are hot at
Boot N’Shoe 

Outlet

Skechers
Reebok

Nike
Rockport
Adidas
Fubu

Converse
And 1
Keds
Fila

Easy Spirit
dada

Aigner
Dr. Martens

Banana Republic
Women’s Boots

Harley Davidson
Frye

Wicked Road-
warriors

ASAP
Simple

Cowboy Boots
Laredo 

Texas Brand
American West

Smokey 
Mountain

J. Chisholm

Make Shoe Shopping Easy and Affordable!

526-3314 HWY 111 Behind 
Mid TN Truck Plaza

Just off Exit 288 on I-40

Large Selections of Boots, Casual, 
Dress & Athletic Shoes!

BACK IN THE DAY -- Shirley Chisholm circa 


